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For immediate release: April 9, 2026

Rijeka’s Korzo welcomes WRC stars as Croatia Rally is go!

Rijeka’s Korzo provided the spectacular setting for Croatia Rally’s Ceremonial Start this evening (Thursday) as thousands of fans joined dignitaries, other VIP guests, national and international media and the 51 competing crews at the formal opening of round four of the 2026 FIA World Rally Championship.

Getting under way with performances by local dance groups and followed by the FIA WRC Games – a series of just-for-fun challenges featuring drivers Jon Armstrong, Nikolay Gryazin, Kerem Kazaz, Hayden Paddon and Oliver Solberg – it was the moment for LADO, the National Folk Dance Ensemble of Croatia, to sing the country’s national anthem prior to the first crews driving over the start ramp at 19h20 local time. 

Catherine Radulescu/Bogdan Minea from Romania and Czech pairing Viktor Mechl/Stanislav Mechl were first to start before Igor Mandić/Albert Ivančić and Igor Tomlianović/Tomislav Škreblin had the honour of being the first crews from Croatia to start the event at 19h22. 

Craig Rahill/Conor Smith and Kerem Kazaz/Corentin Silvestre were the first drivers with priority status to take the start at 19h31, while there was an even more enthusiastic response from the fans at 19h45 when Villiam Prodan/Marko Stiperski, the first Croatian pairing with priority status, began their home round of the WRC.

Having taken part in an autograph signing session, the nine crews competing in the headlining Rally1 cars assembled for the Ceremonial Start with Toni Štimac, Deputy Prefect of the Primorie-Gorski Kotar County, on duty to flag away M-Sport Ford World Rally Team members Jon Armstrong/Shane Byrne, the 2025 Croatia Rally winners, and Josh McErlean/Eoin Treacy.

Ivica Lukanović, Prefect of the Primorie-Gorski Kotar County, was invited to the start ramp to oversee the departure of 2024 world champions Thierry Neuville/Martijn Wydaeghe from the Hyundai Shell Mobis World Rally Team. Josip Pavić, Envoy of the Prime Minster of the Republic of Croatia, then gave the signal for Sami Pajari/Marko Salminen and Takamoto Katsuta/Aaron Johnston, both part of Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT, to start round four of the WRC season. 

It was then left to Josip Ostrogović, Envoy of the Speaker of the Croatian Parliament, to flag away Oliver Solberg/Elliott Edmondson and Elfyn Evans/Scott Martin.

Kate Forbes, President of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, Anna Nordkvist, the FIA’s Vice-President for Sport (Europe) and Zoltán Szujó, President of the Hungarian Motorsport Federation were also in attendance to take part in the Ceremonial Start formalities. 

Andrew Wheatley, Team Principal of the Hyundai Shell Mobis World Rally Team, Richard Millener, Team Principal of the M-Sport Ford World Rally Team and Juha Kankkunen, Deputy Team Principal of Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT joined their respective drivers during the Ceremonial Start.

The Ceremonial Start was broadcast live on Croatian national television channel, HRT2, and on Rally.TV. It also included a flypast by Croatian Air Force recruits.

Croatia is hosting the WRC for the fifth time this season with the Adriatic port city of Rijeka its new home following five years based in or around the capital Zagreb.









Stage 1 of Croatia Rally 2026, Vodice - Brest, is due to begin at 09h13 local time tomorrow (Friday) and will challenge crews over a 14.12-kilometre route. Like all stages on leg one, it’s never been included on a WRC-counting Croatia Rally before. 

USEFUL LINKS
Event website (including news, itinerary, other documentation): https://rally-croatia.com/en/
FIA.com
WRC.com
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https://x.com/croatia_rally
https://www.youtube.com/@CroatiaRally



[image: ]
image1.png
/
WRC CROATIA RALLY 2026 ﬂ cng%l,;




image2.png
WRC Croatia Rally
Mirka Viriusa 16
10090 Zagreb, Croatia

www.rally-croatia.com
info(drally-croatia.com
+385 91 230 7569

Partners

wusD.T.

MOTORSPORT

@ BTRaveL

Technical realization

SEFI
3% amokus

DELTA SPORT
_ zacmem

S22




