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For immediate release: April 15, 2026

Daniel Šaškin Q&A: “We had three different rallies in three days watched by 400,000 fans”

Croatia Rally was back in the FIA World Rally Championship but back in a new location and with a largely new route. How pleased were you with the event’s fifth WRC appearance?
“We got what we wanted, which was to have three different rallies in three days watched by 400,000 fans. The Ceremonial Start in Rijeka was a real success and the Power Stage in Croatia, whatever stage is used, it always delivers drama and everything else you need. Of course, we can always make improvements, and we have a list of things we need to do, but we can be pleased with what we achieved.”

How important was it for Croatia to return to the WRC after a year away?
“It was our goal, and we are very happy that we did it with a very interesting rally. All the world is talking about the Croatian asphalt and that’s great. It was a big challenge for the teams to prepare the cars, it was tough, maybe too tough, so softening the difficulty is something that might be necessary. The idea was always to make Croatia Rally unique, with its own character, something challenging for the crews. But we shouldn’t go more than this. It was sunny for three days and we only had 30 per cent of the Rally1 cars at the finish with no issues. With rain it could have been more complicated.”

Is the plan for Croatia Rally to follow a similar route in 2027?
“We have two options, we stay in Rijeka and improve a little bit the stages, and there are some more options of roads we can use, or we go back to Zagreb. At this moment it’s not decided. But the objective is always to show as much of Croatia as we can, we achieved that and that’s the main goal. The Power Stage was more of a circuit configuration with no jumps and no bumps, no crests, it was all downhill so maybe that is one stage we can look at. The location of the podium at the Nehaj Fortress was fantastic, beautiful for the viewers, so everything has its plusses and minuses.”

Does that mean an April date again?
“Of course, the calendar always has to be approved by the FIA, but our agreement with WRC Promoter is for us to stay in April, which is good because it’s a very important date for us, our sponsors and the government. We cannot do it May, we cannot do it in the summer or in September because with all our visitors we are full, there’s no space in the hotels and no space on the roads. We could do a second Rallye Monte-Carlo in February, but I don’t think the sport has space for that!”

The new WRC27 technical regulations are being introduced for next year, how exciting is that prospect?
“That’s very good for the younger drivers and the non-professional drivers, they will have much more possibility to show what they can do, that’s a very good thing, I’m sad we won’t have the Rally1 cars like we have now because people were thrilled watching them and they were really fantastic. But more affordable costs will bring more cars and more competition and that’s exciting.”

How important was the support you received from the police and all the authorities and volunteers who helped to make Croatia Rally 2026 happen?
“There are always so many people to thank but I would like to thank all the spectators because we didn’t have major problems and when you have 400,000 people watching the rally over four days it’s fantastic you don’t have major issues. Thank you to the police for their support, all the other authorities and all the volunteers who were working on the rally, they did a great job. Of course, thank you also to our sponsors and partners for all they did to make Croatia Rally 2026 a success.”







You mentioned the Ceremonial Start on Rijeka’s Korzo, how many people attended?
“There were between 15,000-17,000 people in the main area but there were many, many more people on the streets as the cars were leaving. The atmosphere was incredible.”

What were you thinking watching the Power Stage unfold?
“I was happy that Thierry Neuville was finally going to win Croatia Rally but then I couldn’t believe it, I really couldn’t believe it what happened. We had videos of six cars that did the same thing that Neuville did. It’s a fast corner, but it’s actually a fast, right short corner, there was gravel on the road but the car just went a few metres to the left and he lost control. That was it. It was very unlucky but very dramatic at the same time.”

And what about the future? What’s the plan for Croatia Rally beyond 2027?
“We have a contract for next year and we are discussing now with WRC Promoter an agreement until 2030. We really hope this can be agreed and signed fast because it would be very good news.” 
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