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For immediate release: April 11, 2026

Pajari keeping Neuville behind in Croatia Rally victory chase

Sami Pajari remains on course to win Croatia Rally 2026 for what would mark his maiden victory in the FIA World Rally Championship. However, by trimming the Finn’s overnight advantage to 12.4s after Saturday’s opening four stages, Thierry Neuville is firmly in the fight for first place.

Pajari headed to the Primorje-Gorski Kotar and Karlovac counties east of event base Rijeka this morning leading by 13.7s following his charging display on Friday. And after an error-free drive through stages nine to 12, the 24-year-old Finn still holds first place, despite Neuville’s advances.

“It’s feeling good,” Toyota-powered Pajari said ahead of the remote technical zone in Karlovac. “If I saw correctly [my time on SS12] it’s quicker again than Thierry so that’s good. Let’s see what the second pass will bring us. I would not like to take stupid risks but in some places you still need to.”

After dropping 3.6s behind Neuville following the day-opening Platak stage, Takamoto Katsuta hit back with the second fastest time of all through Ravna Gora – Skrad to demote Neuville for second place, 13.5s down on Pajari. But Neuville was back ahead of Katsuta after Generalski Stol - Zdihovo to close within 11.8s of Pajari. However, a moment for Neuville on Pećurkovo Brdo - Mrežnički Novaki, the final stage of the loop, left Pajari leading by 12.4s.

Hyundai driver Neuville said: “On the braking there was a pothole and I lost the steering completely out of my hands so I went in the dirt and lost a lot of time.”

After reporting a lack of “confidence” on SS11, Katsuta reached the midday halt 12.7s behind Neuville and 25.1s down on Pajari in third. “I didn’t want to take too much risk on that long stage,” the Toyota driver said. “I really have to bring [the car] back but it cost a lot because I was losing time. But it’s okay like this when you have more grip and you know what is coming but it’s easy.”

Hayden Paddon is fourth for Hyundai but team-mate Adrien Fourmaux is out after he inflicted heavy damage to the rear of his i20 N Rally1 with an off 7.2 kilometres into stage 12.

Fourmaux’s exit promoted FIA WRC2 leader Yohan Rossel from sixth to fifth with Rossel’s Lancia team-mate Nikolay Gryazin rounding out the top six ahead of Léo Rossel, Roope Korhonen, Alejandro Cachón and Arthur Pelamourges. Léo Rossel, Korhonen, Cachón and Pelamourges all had adventures to report after losing time following various dramas on Saturday morning. 

Oliver Solberg restarted this morning following his SS1 crash on Friday and went quickest on all four stages of today’s opening loop. Toyota team-mate Elfyn Evans also returned to the action, as did Jon Armstrong. Josh McErlean moved up to 10th place on stage nine but dropped back after smoke appeared in the cockpit of his M-Sport Ford Puma on stage 10.

“One of the wires started to catch fire, it seemed like it was shortening out and it started to burn the dash and whenever you see fire it’s not such a good issue,” McErlean explained. “We tried to sort it out on the road section and it seems okay now so let’s keep going. It’s quite crazy [in that stage] but still we’re so far off.”

Ali Türkkan is the leader of the FIA Junior WRC Championship after overnight pacesetter Calle Carlberg dropped back on stage 11.








After a remote technical zone in Karlovac, Croatia Rally 2026 continues with the repeat of the Pećurkovo Brdo - Mrežnički Novaki stage from 14h12 local time. Generalski Stol - Zdihovo, which is being used in the WRC for the first time, follows at 15h05 ahead of Ravna Gora - Skrad (16h23) and Platak at 17h22.
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