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For immediate release: October 3, 2025

CROATIA RALLY 2025 IS GO WITH ZAGREB CEREMONIAL START

Croatia Rally 2025 is officially up and running following the ceremonial start in Zagreb this evening (Friday), held under a beautifully clear autumnal evening sky.

Broadcast live on HRT 2, Croatia Rally’s ceremonial start is a key feature of the event, showcasing the host city and its impressive sporting culture, which attracted fans from across the country’s capital city and beyond. 

The crowd was filled by fans visiting from many nations across Europe, not least the Polish, Italian and Irish who have come to cheer on their drivers – points leader Miko Marczyk and his challengers Andrea Mabellini and Jon Armstrong – in the 2025 ERC title showdown. 

They joined dignitaries and other special guests as crews drove over the start ramp – located in front of the INA building on the intersection of Većeslav Holjevac Avenue and Dubrovnik Avenue – ahead of two days of intense competition.

Key officials in attendance included Organising Committee President Daniel Šaškin, Croatian Car and Karting Federation President Robert Markt, President of the Zagreb City Assembly Matej Mišić and Envoy of the Prime Minister, State's Secretary at the Ministry of Tourism and Sports Josip Pavić. 

Iain Campbell, the FIA European Rally Championship Manager also attended along with national and international media representatives.

Daniel Šaškin, a celebrated former competitor on the event, said: “We have spiced things up a little bit more, and I think this year’s edition is going to be really very challenging – especially if, on Sunday, we have some changeable weather. It’s really a combination of fast and technical, and you can never know what the grip is just from the colour of the asphalt. It’s a big honour for us to host the final round in Croatia and we are looking forward to celebrating a great event on Sunday night with another European champion.”

After a hugely popular Meet the Crews session, in which the fans got to hear from several of the ERC stars and the local heroes in the field, all attention moved towards the start ramp in anticipation of the starting ceremony itself.

A spectacular ceremony began with young racers representing various Croatia-based karting clubs, bringing the nation’s talent of tomorrow to its biggest motorsport occasion. The karters waved an array of flags ahead of the Croatian national rally entries before the Renault Clio Rally4 number 60 of local heroes Luka Latinović and Matia Labaš, who were handed the honour of being the first international crew to drive over the ramp and officially get the event under way.

Latinović was followed by the rest of 54-car international field, including the 49-strong ERC contingent representing 20 nations.  

Saturday’s competitive action west and southwest of Zagreb comprises three double-use stages and begins at 09h23 local time with the 22.70-kilometre charge from Krašić to Sošice on part of the stage used for the first time on last year’s Croatia Rally. 
The 20.93-kilometre Hartje - Stojdraga stage is next at 10h26 followed by Breganica - Smerovišće (14.70 kilometres) from 11h19 to complete a quick-fire thrilling opening morning ahead of service at Westgate City prior to the morning stages being repeated in the afternoon.
After four years of hosting the FIA World Rally Championship to great acclaim, this year’s Croatia Rally forms the eagerly anticipated FIA European Rally Championship season decider ahead of the event returning to the WRC calendar from April 9-12, 2025.

USEFUL LINKS
Event website (including news, itinerary, other documentation): https://rally-croatia.com/en/
FIA.com
FIAERC.com

ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiarally  
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