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For immediate release: October 5, 2025

MIKO MARCZYK IS CROWNED ERC CHAMPION ON CROATIA RALLY

· Jon Armstrong claims a dominant Croatia Rally win for M-Sport Ford
· Miko Marczyk’s third place seals 2025 ERC crown
· Team MRF Tyres wins ERC Teams’ title
· Tymek Abramowski and Calle Carlbeg seal the ERC3 and ERC4 titles

Croatia Rally has come to an end, and after a grand finale to this year’s FIA European Rally Championship that had everyone on the edge of their seat from the first stage to the last, Poland’s Miko Marczyk has been crowned as ERC champion for 2025. 

It has been a rally marked by fearsome competition, tremendous sportsmanship and some of the most demanding asphalt stages in the world – all of which has been set against the natural beauty of Croatia and the warm welcome of the fans. Huge numbers of visitors came in from Poland, Ireland and Italy to cheer on the three title contenders and legions more from across Europe.

This morning, the torrential rain that broke out overnight added another dimension to the challenge of Croatia Rally for its final morning loop of two stages: the 13.61-kilometre Veliko Trgovišće – Klanjec test and the 14.24-kilometre Zagorska Sela – Kumrovec stage. 

The morning loop saw a terrific revival in the fortunes of ERC points leader Miko Marczyk, who struggled to get his Škoda Fabia RS Rally2 handling to his satisfaction through Saturday’s six stages, and went into the overnight halt in sixth place. 

Although one of his challengers for the championship, Italy’s Andrea Mabellini, crashed out on Saturday afternoon, the Ford Fiesta Mk.II Rally2 of Irishman Jon Armstrong had won five out of six stages to dominate the event’s opening day.

If Armstrong claimed maximum points and Marczyk could finish no higher than fourth, the Polish star would see the ERC crown snatched away at the last moment. Yet on Sunday morning, Marczyk came out of the Service Park at Westgate City in Zagreb with the car much more to his liking and duly set about making up for lost time.

Aiding his cause, the slippery conditions on the stages proved to be the downfall of several drivers in front of him, with Sweden’s Mille Johansson crashing out of fourth place in his Škoda, the Citroën C3 Rally2 of Romanian Norbert Maior dropping a huge amount of time to penalties, punctures and spins to drop him back from fifth place and similar drama affecting Škoda-mounted Estonian Robert Virves, dropping him out of the battle for podium positions.

This left Armstrong comfortably in the lead of Croatia Rally, with former WRC2 champion Mads Østberg in second place and Marczyk in third place as the field returned to the same two stages for the afternoon loop. 

The front-runners held station on the second pass through Veliko Trgovišće – Klanjec, keeping their powder dry for the Croatia Rally’s grand finale. There was still drama, however, as Estonia’s Romet Jürgenson climbed to fourth overall, Yuki Yamamoto stopped briefly in his Toyota GR Yaris Rally2 and Erik Cais half-spun his Škoda.

The second pass through the 14.24-kilometre Zagorska Sela – Kumrovec test would close out the rally and also serve as the points-paying Power Stage, just as it has done when Croatia Rally has appeared on the World Rally Championship schedule in recent years.

This stage is famous for drama and last-minute changes in fortune, and nobody could be certain that the order was settled even as the cars lined up to take the start.

Before the senior category contenders came through the stage, the supporting championship titles were decided on this famous stretch of asphalt. In ERC4, Calle Carlberg completed a clean sweep of titles by adding the overall class title to the Junior ERC crown that he won earlier in the season.

Carlberg came through cleanly after winning every one of the 10 stages, heading a clean sweep of ERC4 podium positions for Opel, with the Swede’s Corsa Rally4 followed by the similar cars of Norwegian Karl Peder Nordstrand and Austrian Luca Pröglöf.

After completing his fourth win of the ERC4 season, Carlberg enthused: “I never could imagine this, it’s been so crazy, and it’s so give this to (co-driver) Jørgen (Eriksen) as well. I think four wins could have been six… but I hope I have proven myself that I deserve a seat in a Rally2 car next season.”

In ERC3, Tymek Abramowski survived some last-minute drama with an excursion in his Ford Fiesta Rally3 to finish second on the rally and claim the season-long European title for the class. “I didn’t expect that, actually, before the season, and as the season went I started to believe in that,” said the Polish rising star. 

“This one was crazy, and with suspension damage today, it was even more crazy. Thank you to my family and all who supports me.”

The combination of Czech ace Erik Cais, Hungary’s Simone Tempestini and Finnish charger Lauri Joona in their Team MRF Škodas had threatened the podium positions in terms of their pace, but they had suffered delays along the route. Nevertheless, their combined score was enough to see Team MRF secure the ERC teams’ title ahead of M-Sport. 

“If you’re telling me they have the title I’m very happy and thanks, really, to Team MRF,” said a delighted Cais. “We are really pleased and thankful to everybody for being here… it was beautiful season.”

Reaching the overall podium for the second time this season, and celebrating his 300th rally start, Østberg claimed a popular second overall on Croatia Rally. “It’s a lot to take in, for sure, and you know what, that (300 celebration) video I got from everyone before the weekend was probably the highlight of the weekend,” said the delighted Norwegian, 21 years on from his first rally start. 

“I still seem able to drive at least, so there’s no wheelchair just yet!”

Victory on the Power Stage and in the Croatia Rally overall meant that Armstrong had done everything he could to win the 2025 ERC title. It was a mesmerising performance from the Irishman, regardless of his disappointment at missing out on the title.

“It’s been an amazing year and so many people to thank. Shane (Byrne, co-driver) and me have been doing a really good job. What an event! To be fastest in the Power Stage, we couldn’t do much more.”

With a calm, clean final pass through the Power Stage, it was left to Marczyk to claim the ERC crown and third place overall on Croatia Rally. A perennial in the series, the Polish hero was overjoyed to claim the 2025 European championship title.

“I’m happy,” said a slightly overcome champion at the finish line. 

“I don’t know what to say because it was quite a lot of emotions, but it’s important to trust in the process. It’s probably my biggest dream in my sport life. When I was 15 years old, I started indoor karting, and then I decided to go rallying... Thank you to everyone, my sponsors and Michelin tyres. I can just say that I’m happy, but I’m still under the stress to not make any fault.”

USEFUL LINKS
Event website (including news, itinerary, other documentation): https://rally-croatia.com/en/
FIA.com
FIAERC.com

ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiarally  
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