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For immediate release: October 5, 2025

HIGH DRAMA WITH TWO STAGES OF CROATIA RALLY 2025 REMAINING

The final morning of the 2025 FIA European Rally Championship is under way, with the crews having made their first of two passes through today’s pair of highly demanding asphalt stages. 

Not only are the main ERC drivers’ and teams’ titles at stake, but three other season-long awards across the ERC3 and ERC4 categories. 

Heavy overnight rain persisted into the morning, presenting a new challenge to the crews on top of the demands of the stages. 

Starting the day was a brand-new stage for the bulk of the international competitors, which only debuted on a Croatian national event earlier this season: the 13.61-kilometre Veliko Trgovišće – Klanjec test. 

Narrow, slippery and with standing water present, the first benchmark time was set by the Citroën C3 Rally2 of Frenchman Pablo Sarrazin before the Škoda Fabia RS Rally2 of Czech star Erik Cais jumped ahead, despite damaging his front wheel. More casualties were to follow, with another puncture for Romanian Simone Tempestini’s Škoda and the M-Sport Ford Fiesta MkII Rally2 of Romet Jürgenson.

Having climbed as high as third overall on Saturday, Jürgenson lost time with an overshoot but stayed in the game, with his target being to help bring M-Sport the teams’ title for 2025.

Championship leader Miko Marczyk cut a forlorn figure on Saturday as he struggled to get into the sort of rhythm that has carried him to the cusp of this year’s ERC crown. He declared that a good night’s sleep would help him, and clearly he got one as he was in peak condition and flinging the Škoda around in supreme form.

Despite his impressive time – fastest through by almost 15 seconds to that point – the Pole was not convinced by his performance. “For me, it’s really hard to attack because all the time you have something that you don’t expect,” he said.

The tension on the stage grew sharper with almost every car through as another front-runner, Sweden’s Mille Johansson, saw his bid for the podium come to an end when he went off the road and out of fourth place in his Škoda. 

Another overshoot affected the Citroën of Norbert Maior, although the Romanian was able to continue after dropping time. This additional time was also added to by a 10-second penalty for leaving the Service Park late and, as a result of his and Johansson’s misfortune, points leader Marczyk found himself promoted to fourth place overall in the rally.

There were no such problems for former WRC2 champion, Norwegian veteran Mads Østbergin his Citroën, who ultimately came within half a second of Marczyk’s benchmark, going ahead of Estonian Robert Virves’ Škoda into second place overall. 

“Actually, in the stage, I was already preparing my stage end interview with, like, ‘I’m so sorry I’m driving like a grandfather!’” said the delighted star on his 300th rally appearance.

Meanwhile, the rally leader and Marczyk’s only rival in the ERC title race, Ireland’s Jon Armstrong, delivered a measured performance to set the third-fastest time, dropping 11 seconds to Marczyk. Needing to make a clean sweep of maximum points, and for the championship leader to finish lower than fourth, the misfortunes that befell Maior and Johansson had also dented his title chances by elevating Marczyk back into contention.

“So difficult, for sure I was taking it very careful, trying not to make any mistakes, but even when you’re going on a slow pace it’s hard,” Armstrong said. “A bit of a crazy stage.”

With barely any time to draw breath, the crews plunged into the 14.24-kilometre Zagorska Sela – Kumrovec stage, which will form the event-closing Power Stage on the second pass this afternoon, as it does when Croatia Rally hosts the FIA World Rally Championship.

Despite boasting some faster and wider sections than the preceding test, the continuous downpour ensured that the drivers had plenty of challenges to capture their attention. After the early runners had come through, all eyes were on Marczyk, who only had to maintain his position to claim the ERC crown.

With a full minute in hand over fifth-placed Jürgenson, the Polish star gave himself every opportunity to get to the finish with a clean pass through the stage. “Here I was on caution mode,” he confirmed.

No such caution was shown by Virves, who went off the road and, in so doing, handed the final podium position to Marczyk, meaning that Østberg could therefore relax a little in a safe second place.

All of this means that Armstrong may win Croatia Rally but cannot claim the 2025 ERC title unless there is a dramatic change in the order over the two stages to come. Yet the challenge of the stages and the weather conditions mean that his hopes championship remain very much alive, and team-mate Jürgenson in fourth place bodes well for M-Sport’s teams’ title hopes.

With no service for the crews before the second pass, just a remote refuel, the deciding stages of the 2025 ERC and the climax of Croatia Rally follow very shortly.

USEFUL LINKS
Event website (including news, itinerary, other documentation): https://rally-croatia.com/en/
FIA.com
FIAERC.com

ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiarally  
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