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For immediate release: October 5, 2025

CROATIA RALLY’S ICONIC POWER STAGE TO CHALLENGE THE ERC STARS

Croatia Rally’s famous Power Stage will offer one final – and decisive test – when it takes place from 13h05 local time to bring the curtain down on the 2025 FIA European Rally Championship season.
 
Measuring 14.24 kilometres in length, the Zagorska Sela - Kumrovec stage gained legendary status when it hosted the finale to Croatia Rally 2021, the country’s first appearance in the FIA World Rally Championship.

Back then Sébastien Ogier and Julien Ingrassia set the fastest time by 3.0s to win the event by 0.6s in one of the closest finishes in WRC history.

Despite nursing damage to the right side of their Yaris WRC following a road traffic accident on the liaison section heading to SS17, overnight leaders Ogier and Ingrassia remained in contention for victory starting the rally’s deciding test, which they began 3.9s behind Toyota team-mates Elfyn Evans and Scott Martin.  

Although the French pair made a minor error, they went quickest through the run to lay down the gauntlet for Evans and Martin. The Britons appeared to have done just enough to take the victory until they slid wide on a right-hander within sight of the charge to the stage finish. 

Starved of vital traction as they mounted an earth bank, the seconds lost meant they completed the stage 4.5s slower than Ogier and Ingrassia to lose the rally by 0.6s. 

Speaking immediately after taking a dramatic Croatia Rally victory, Ogier said: “It went to the last metres. The emotion is super-strong, it’s been a crazy rollercoaster for us this weekend. This is why we do this sport for this emotion. I said ‘sorry’ to Elfyn because he’s done an amazing job as well.” 

Evans added: “I just got onto the loose and completely missed the next corner so for sure it wasn’t all lost there but I say one second was gone. It was a big fight all weekend and hats off to Seb for that last stage.”

This year’s Croatia Rally Power Stage follows a virtually identical route to the 2021 edition and is the same layout used in 2024 when Adrien Fourmaux and Alexandre Cachon set the pace in a Ford Puma Rally1.

Miko Marczyk, who began Croatia Rally 2025 leading the FIA European Rally Championship, said of the Power Stage challenge: “I would say it’s a very difficult one, I would say it’s expert level if you would like to drive really fast. It’s a well-known stage from WRC and the guys are all the time flying with the car getting light. There are deep cuts with very high speeds. It’s proper for Richard Burns Rally and to win the Power Stage here it will be necessary to drive a little like in the game.”

Jon Armstrong has tackled the Croatia Rally Power Stage twice in the past. He said: “It’s a lot of elevation changes, some jumps, lots of cuts, a lot of surface change as well. Generally a bit more narrow than the rest of the rally and very tricky with a lot of pacenotes to detail so it makes the recce quite hard. With the onboards you can get on Rally.TV everyone is pretty familiar with it so we should all be attacking it.”

Mads Østberg, a WRC2 winner on Croatia Rally in the past, said: “The stage is one of the trickiest of the whole rally. It’s super-narrow, a lot of cutting and pollution on the road. You are passing through some really narrow junctions with houses. There are some big jumps in the forests that you can’t take flat out so you need to be cautious, then it opens up a bit towards the end, which is quite flat out.”

As in the WRC, bonus points are awarded on the Power Stage of FIA European Rally Championship events. The winner scores five points, second place gets four points, third three points, fourth two points with the driver going fifth quickest banking one point.

Crews got the opportunity to try out the Power Stage in competition mode when it ran as SS8 this morning in wet conditions. 

The Power Stage will be broadcast live on Rally.TV with coverage due to begin at 13h00 CET.

USEFUL LINKS
Event website (including news, itinerary, other documentation): https://rally-croatia.com/en/
FIA.com
FIAERC.com (for latest results and standings)

ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiarally  
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