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For immediate release: October 3, 2025

QUALIFYING SETS THE ORDER FOR CROATIA RALLY ERC SHOWDOWN

Croatia Rally 2025 has got under way with a spectacular Qualifying Stage on fast but demanding asphalt as the three-way battle for FIA European Rally Championship title glory began in earnest.

In bright autumnal sunshine, the crews left the service park at the Westgate Shopping City north of Zagreb for the first timed run of the event.

Championship leader Miko Marczyk had already stated that even though Croatia Rally 2025 is one of the shortest events of the ERC season in terms of competitive kilometres, it feels like the longest due to the scale of the challenge. 

As the first driver on the road, Polish hero Marczyk came out of the gates quickly, setting the fastest time through the 6.12-kilometre Qualifying Stage in his Škoda Fabia RS Rally2, a 3m55.9s.

“We had we had one or two ‘moments’, so we should wait for the other guys as they know how to drive on these conditions” Marczyk said. “Tough weekend in front of us, but I hope we will do a good race like we have done all this season.”

While it proved to be a successful Qualifying Stage for Marczyk, who will run first on the road on Saturday’s stages, it was anything but for Italian Andrea Mabellini, his closest points rival. 

“It was better to stay home because the first corner I went completely out and I lost like five seconds,” said Mabellini, who was eighth quickest. “It was a disaster stage from my side, and in a race like this, it is important to start with the correct road position. It is difficult like this. We made some changes during the service before we came here because it was not properly done. It is like it is.”

Crews reported that the road conditions on the stage were extremely slippery, and with the cuts pulling gravel and water out of the ditches, the early runners definitely had the best of the conditions. With similar conditions expected for Saturday’s opening leg, Mabellini faces a tough challenge from eighth on the road.

Mads Østberg, who is making his 300th competitive start on Croatia Rally, was second fastest, 0.8s down on Marczyk with recently crowned Polish champion Jakub Matulka in third followed by Robert Virves and Jon Armstrong, who also has a shot at the ERC title this weekend.

Norbert Maior, who made his Croatia Rally debut when it was a round of the FIA World Rally Championship in 2024, was sixth quickest followed by Simon Wagner, Mabellini, Erik Cais and Mille Johansson.

Following the Qualifying Stage, Martin Vlček was celebrated as the winner of the inaugural Master ERC title due to his nearest rival, Dariusz Biedrzyński, not competing this weekend.

The teams will now prepare for the Ceremonial Start, which will take place in front of the INA headquarters, at the intersection of Većeslav Holjevac Avenue and Dubrovnik Avenue, from 18h30 local time. The Meet the Crews session featuring loading Croatian drivers and the ERC title contenders starts at 17h50.


USEFUL LINKS
Event website (including news, itinerary, other documentation): https://rally-croatia.com/en/
FIA.com
FIAERC.com

ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiarally  
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