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PRESS RELEASE 5
Entry list announced, here is who is coming to Croatia Rally
68 crews are arriving at the Croatia Rally, and participation of seven local drivers has been confirmed. The third stage of the World Championship will be marked by the beginning of the Junior WRC, and the new Pirelli asphalt tires will have their premiere.
Zagreb, April 8, 2021 - There are only 14 days left until the start of the Croatia Rally. The final list of all drivers who will take part in the third stage of the World Rally Championship from April 22 to 25 is now known. A total of 68 crews will race special stages on the local roads of Plešivica, Žumberak, Karlovac, and Krapina-Zagorje counties.
In addition to all the biggest rally stars of today, the list also includes seven domestic drivers - Niko Pulić, Viliam Prodan, Martin Ravenščak, Krešimir Ravenščak, Ivica Siladić, Mateo Butorac, and Željko Magličić. Niko Pulić has entered for the elite, WRC category, while other drivers have entered Rally4 front-wheel drive vehicles. 
“Everything is ready, we are fine-tunning the last details and we cannot wait to welcome the best rally drivers of today in Croatia. The teams are already testing the Croatian asphalt to better prepare for the Croatia Rally. I am convinced that we are all waiting for a real sport treat that will be followed by millions of rally fans around the world. I wish good luck to all drivers, especially to our seven crews who will also drive side by side with the biggest stars“, said Daniel Šaškin, President of the Organizing Committee of the Croatia Rally. 
Twelve crews will compete in the strongest WRC category. One of them will be the legendary Sébastien Ogier, who has won the World Rally Championship as many as seven times, and currently ranks third in the overall standings. After winning the Arctic Rally Finland, Estonian Ott Tänak is coming to Croatia, while Belgian Thierry Neuville, who is best on asphalt surfaces, is among the favorites to win the Croatia Rally. 
The season has so far been marked by 20-year-old Finn Kale Rovanperä, who is the leader in the overall standings after 4th place in Monte Carlo and 2nd at home turf in Finland, and it remains to be seen how he will manage in Croatia on a fully asphalt surface. The Junior WRC Championship is also starting in Croatia. Last year’s winner Tom Kristensson will drive in the WRC 2 category, while last year’s runner-up Mārtiņš Sesks and third-place runner-up Sami Pajari will be the biggest favorites this season.
"We are looking forward to hosting the best crews in the world in this important sporting event for the City of Zagreb, but also for Croatia. The reactions from around the world are great and we expect a top spectacle and great economic benefit for our country”, said Vlado Leko, Deputy President of the Croatian Automobile and Karting Federation and a member of the Board of Directors of Croatia Rally.
Croatia Rally will run a total of 300 kilometers of speed tests that are characterized by narrow and winding roads with numerous passes. Drivers will certainly not have it easy, as many asphalt changes will require finding the optimal setting of the vehicle, and tires will also play a significant role. Namely, asphalt tires from Pirelli, a new supplier for the WRC, will have their premiere in Croatia.
All information about the sports spectacle in Croatia in April can be found on the official website  rally-croatia.com and on the official channels on social networks on Facebook - Croatia Rally and Instagram - Croatia Rally.
About WRC
The World Rally Championship is a top sporting event, bringing a symbiosis of high technology and driver skills. It is a dramatic race where every tenth of a second is important. This requires crew’s maximum concentration and precision. Uncompromising competition combines the speed, technology, and reliability of the world's leading car manufacturers, accompanied by well-coordinated teams led by the world's best drivers, assisted by cool heads and calm voices of the world's most capable co-drivers. The WRC is a global challenge characterized by courage, passion, endurance, and the ability to adapt to constant changes in the environment and the unpredictability of driving conditions.
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