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For immediate release: October 2, 2025
EVENT PREVIEW: CROATIA ALL SET FOR ERC TITLE SHOWDOWN
*European rally champion to be crowned in Zagreb decider
*Support category titles will also be settled on season finale
*Rising talents aiming for the top of the sport out to impress
*Challenging Tarmac stages await the ERC stars and their cars
Having hosted four thrilling editions of the FIA World Rally Championship between 2021-2024, Croatia Rally is back as a round of the FIA European Rally Championship from October 3-5 with a thrilling three-way fight for the overall title in store.
The established feeder series to the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC), the FIA European Rally Championship (ERC) has become a platform for young talents to show their potential before climbing up the ranks to the top of the sport.
Adrien Fourmaux, Thierry Neuville, Kalle Rovanperä, Oliver Solberg and Ott Tänak are just some of the star names from the WRC to have achieved success at ERC level earlier in their careers.
Hoping to follow in their wheel tracks are the three drivers vying for this year’s coveted ERC title: Jon Armstrong, Andrea Mabellini and Miko Marczyk. 
Ahead of the Croatia Rally season finale, Marczyk is two points in front of Mabellini once dropped scores are factored in with Armstrong 18 points further back. And with a maximum of 35 points up for grabs, the title battle is wide open.
Following his third-place finish on the previous round in Wales, Polish driver Marczyk said: “We need to appreciate that we’ve had good consistent driving through all seven rounds but probably now I need to think how to present something extra for Croatia and this is my goal. Every one point is really important in this championship fight. I’m trying all the time, using all my advantages and trying to cancel the disadvantages.” 
Italian Mabellini boosted his title hopes by banking five extra points for winning the Power Stage in Wales. He said: “We gave it all in the Power Stage. It was maybe the stage of our championship to save it or to lose it but we took the maximum. We showed to everybody we’re really strong in terms of mindset. Just two points to Miko, let’s go to the last rally of the season in Croatia and fight for the win. It’s game on, we must do it.”
Armstrong’s breakthrough ERC in Wales fired him into the title fight just when his chances appeared to be over. He said: “It’s still going to be difficult to win the championship, but Croatia is a slippery event. That time of year, there's going to be a lot of dirt and leaves and stuff on the road so it's not out of the question that issues can happen. We’ve just got to go there and try our best.”
While the FIA Junior ERC title – and the accompanying FIA Junior WRC Championship prize drive for 2026 – has been settled in Swedish driver Calle Carlberg’s favour, the ERC3, ERC4, Teams’, Tyre Suppliers’ and Master ERC titles are all up for grabs on Croatia Rally, even more reason why it’s an event not to be missed.

THE OLDEST RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP IN THE WORLD EXPLAINED
Celebrating champions since 1953, the oldest international rally championship in existence is split into three main categories: ERC1 for Rally2 cars, ERC3 for Rally3 cars and ERC4 for Rally4 and Rally5 cars. 
There’s also the Junior ERC Championship for drivers 26 and under on 1 January 2025 competing in Rally4 or Rally5 on Hankook tyres and Master ERC for drivers aged over 50 on 1 January 2025 competing in any category car.
ERC events begin with two runs of Free Practice and the Qualifying Stage for Rally2 drivers with the Qualifying Stage results used to determine the leading starting positions for leg one. 
Leg one is typically the longer of the two days of competition, while a total competitive distance of between 180-220 kilometres provides the combined challenge. 
As with WRC events, ERC events are decided on the Power Stage, which awards bonus points to the fastest five drivers.
Croatia Rally, which returns to the ERC roster for the first time since 2013, is the eighth and final round of the 2025 season, which has also visited Spain, Hungary, Sweden, Poland, Italy, Czech Republic and Great Britain.

CROATIA RALLY: A TOUGH TARMAC TEST
Famed for its ever-changing grip levels and surface conditions, the Croatia Rally challenge has been amplified by fog and rain in the past. ERC title contender Jon Armstrong, who won Junior WRC on his Croatia Rally debut in 2021, said: “You have a white shade of Tarmac with a really slicked-up surface and a low grip that’s hard to judge and obviously harder when it’s raining. Some stages have a lot of busy sequences over crests. A lot of dirt and leaves get pulled onto the roads. It’s going to be a tough challenge to end the season, but it’s an advantage that I’ve done it before.”

WHAT’S NEW FOR 2025?
Following four years as a round of the FIA World Rally Championship, Croatia Rally forms the deciding round of the 2025 FIA European Rally Championship, the first time since 2013 that the event has been included on the ERC schedule.
Starting in front of the INA building having previously begun in the grounds of the National and University Library and Zagreb Fountains, this year’s Croatia Rally features a heavily revised route ahead of the WRC’s return from April 9-12, 2026.
The Krašić - Sošice stage, which was new for 2024, is slightly shorter this year, while Hartje –Stojdraga and Breganica - Smerovišće both run in an opposite direction compared to last season.
Leg two’s opening Veliko Trgovišće - Klanjec test is a new addition for 2025 having been inaugurated on Rally Kumrovec, a round of the Croatian championship, on September 6. 
The Free Practice, Qualifying Stage and Shakedown stage is untried for 2025 with a 6.12-kilometre route close to Kupljenovo, a short distance from the Westgate City service park.

ROUTE OVERVIEW
Croatia Rally’s ERC return consists of 10 stages over a competitive distance of 172.36 kilometres. 
Following Free Practice, Qualifying and Shakedown from 09h30 on Friday, Saturday’s action west and southwest of Zagreb comprises three double-use stages and begins at 09h23 local time with the 22.70-kilometre charge from Krašić to Sošice on part of the stage used for the first time on last year’s Croatia Rally.

The 20.93-kilometre Hartje – Stojdraga stage is next at 10h26 followed by Breganica - Smerovišće from 11h19 to complete a quick-fire thrilling opening morning. 
Hartje – Stojdraga is known as the ‘Stage of Thousand Corners’ and with most of them looking alike, Croatia Rally rookies will face a tough early test. Meanwhile, former WRC event winner and FIA safety delegate Michèle Mouton once described the 14.70 kilometres of Breganica - Smerovišće as a combination of the toughest Tarmac rallies in the world due to the climbs and descents, fast and open sections as well as technically very demanding stretches full of linked corners and cuts.
Following a 30-minute service halt at Westgate City from 12h59, Krašić - Sošice, Hartje – Stojdraga and Breganica - Smerovišće are repeated in the afternoon at 14h37, 15h40 and 16h33 respectively. End-of-day service at Westgate City is due to get under way at 17h43.
Sunday’s route is located north of Zagreb and is made up of two double-use stages, Veliko Trgovišće - Klanjec and Zagorska Sela - Kumrovec, the legendary WRC Power Stage.
Veliko Trgovišće - Klanjec made its debut on Rally Kumrovec on September 6 and is a very demanding technical stage with frequent changes in road profile. Extremely narrow and low-grip sections – in the event of rain – are part of the challenge with the 13.61-kilometre stage due to run at 09h10 and 11h18 local time. Crews will first tackle the 14.24-kilometre Zagorska Sela - Kumrovec stage at 10h05 prior to the Power Stage going live at 13h05 ahead of the podium in front of INA headquarters in Zagreb  from 15h45.

CROATIA RALLY 2013 REVISITED
Croatia Rally last hosted the FIA European Rally Championship in 2013. Here’s a brief recap of just some of what happened: Jan Kopecký made it six wins from eight starts to secure the 2013 ERC title with a dominant victory on Croatia Rally. The Czech driver start the final leg from the town of Poreč on the banks of the Adriatic Sea with a commanding lead of 52.9 seconds. Following a near-faultless drive in his Michelin-shod Škoda Fabia Super 2000 on leg two’s seven stages, Kopecký came out on top by a margin 1m55.6s alongside co-driver Pavel Dresler. “It was a difficult rally for us because we expected dry weather on the first morning, but it was raining and we had the hard compound tyre so this was a big challenge,” said Kopecký, who was 29.1s off the lead after three stages. “The challenge was then to stay on the road, we did this and finally things started to come better for us. But I must say this result is not just for me but also for Pavel and the whole team.” Andreas Aigner got the better of Hermann Gassner Jr in a thrilling battle for second place and the ERC Production Car Cup spoils after the Austrian had led outright during the rain-hit opening stages. His performance earned him the Colin McRae ERC Flat Out Trophy. Aleks Humar was the top ERC 2WD Championship finisher in a Renault Clio R3 with Zoltán Bessenyey increasing his grip on the crown in second place for Eurosol-Honda Civic Type R. Molly Taylor wrapped up the inaugural ERC Ladies’ Trophy by finishing second to category winner Asja Zupanc in her United Business Rally Team Citroën DS3 R3T. Napoca Rally Academy clinched the FIA ERC Production Car Cup for Teams thanks to the combined efforts of Romanian father-and-son Marco and Simone Tempestini.

KEY INFORMATION
Starts: 18h30, Friday October 3, INA Building, Zagreb
Finishes (podium and prize giving): 15h45, Sunday October 5, INA headquarters, Zagreb
Base: Westgate City, Zagreb, Croatia
Surface: Asphalt
Eligibility: Round 8, 2025 FIA World Rally Championship (includes ERC3, ERC4, Junior ERC, Master ERC)
Special stages: 10
Special stage distance: 172.36 kilometres
Liaison distance: 417.53 kilometres
Total distance: 589.89 kilometres

PROVISIONAL STANDINGS
ERC Drivers (after 7 of 8 rounds)
1 Miko Marczyk (POL) 146pts (133 with dropped scores) 
2 Andrea Mabellini (ITA) 131 
3 Jon Armstorng (IRL) 113
4 Mads Østberg (NOR) 76
5 Roope Korhonen (FIN) 60
6 Isak Reiersen (SWE) 60
ERC Co-drivers (after 7 of 8 rounds)
1 Szymon Gospodarczyk (POL) 146pts (133 with dropped scores) 
2 Virginia Lenzi (ITA) 131 
3 Shane Byrne (IRL) 113
4 Anssi Viinikka (FIN) 60
5 Stefan Gustavsson (SWE) 60
6 Johan Grönwall (SWE) 49
ERC Teams (after 7 of 8 rounds)
1 Team MRF Tyres 172pts
3 M-Sport Ford World Rally Team 155
3 Kowax DST Racing 111
4 TRT Rally Team 109
5 J2X Rally Team 82
6 Motorsport Ireland Rally Academy 55
ERC Tyre Suppliers (after 7 of 8 rounds)
1 Pirelli 304pts
2 Michelin 293
3 MRF 198
4 Hankook 181
ERC3, ERC4, Junior ERC and Master ERC standings available HERE



PREVIOUS RESULTS
2024: 
1 Sébastien Ogier (FRA)/Vincent Landais (FRA), Toyota GR Yaris Rally1, 2h40m.236s
2 Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Scott Martin (GBR), Toyota GR Yaris Rally 1, +9.7s
3 Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Martijn Wydaeghe (BEL) Hyundai i20 N Rally1, +45.8s
2023:
1 Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Scott Martin (GBR), Toyota GR Yaris Rally 1, 2h50m54.3s
2 Ott Tänak (EST)/Martin Järveoja (EST) Ford Puma Rally1, +27.0s
3 Esapekka Lappi (FIN)/Janne Ferm (FIN) Hyundai i20 N Rally1, +58.6s
2022:
1 Kalle Rovanperä (FIN)/Jonne Halttunen (FIN) Toyota GR Yaris Rally1, 2h48m21.5s
2 Ott Tänak (EST)/Martin Järveoja (EST) Hyundai i20 N Rally1, +4.3s
3 Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Martijn Wydaeghe (BEL) Hyundai i20 N Rally1, +2m21.0s
2021:
1 Sébastien Ogier (FRA)/Julien Ingrassia (FRA), Toyota Yaris WRC, 2h51m22.9s
2 Elfyn Evans (GBR)/Scott Martin (GBR), Toyota Yaris WRC, +0.6s
3 Thierry Neuville (BEL)/Martijn Wydaeghe (BEL) Hyundai i20 Coupe WRC, +8.1s
2017:
1 Dávid Botka (HUN)/Márk Mesterházi (HUN), Škoda Fabia R5, 1h34m24.8s
2 András Hadik (HUN)/Krisztián Kertész (HUN), Ford Fiesta R5, +22.3s
3 Rok Turk (SVN)/Blanca Kacin (SVN), Peugeot 208 T16, +1m17.1s
Croatia Rally did not run between 2018-2020


FIVE FACTS
1: With five victories, Branislav Küzmič is the most successful driver in Croatia Rally history. Sébastien Ogier’s tally of two wins, meanwhile, makes him the most successful driver of the event’s WRC era.
2: Daniel Šaškin, who heads up the Croatia Rally organising team, is a former driver with three ERC appearances, two Dakar starts and two national titles under his belt. He was the top homegrown finisher when the ERC last visited Croatia in 2013, placing eighth overall.
3: Croatia Rally was the setting of one of the closest finishes in WRC history when Sébastien Ogier beat Elfyn Evans to victory by 0.6s in 2021.
4: At 22.70 kilometres in length, no stage is longer than Krašić - Sošice, which is used twice on the opening leg of this year’s Croatia Rally.
5: Croatian Martin Ravenščak and co-driving sister Dora have been regulars in the FIA ERC3 Championship since 2024. Dora finished runner-up in last season’s ERC3 co-driver standings.

USEFUL LINKS
Event website (including news, itinerary, other documentation): https://rally-croatia.com/en/
FIA.com
FIAERC.com

ENDS
Media contacts:
Marko Šivak, press@rally-croatia.com
www.rally-croatia.com  
www.facebook.com/WRCcroatiarally  
[image: ]
image1.png
CROATIA RALLY ﬁ °R3£,é’¢




image2.png
ERC Croatia Rally
Mirka Viriusa 16
10090 Zagreb, Croatia

www.rally-croatia.com
info(drally-croatia.com
+385 91 230 7569

Partners

H/
JK S

wusD.T.

MOTORSPORT

@ BTRavelL

Technical realization

-
Q2T
AuTo KLUS
DELTA SPORT
o zacmEm o
R




