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Press Release 
Zagreb, 23 September 2025

EUROPEAN RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP ANNOUNCED – ERC CROATIA RALLY 2025 
A fierce fight for the European title with 59 crews and top rally stars – Croatia Rally 2025 promises a sporting spectacle as INA confirms a three-year partnership with Croatia’s largest sporting event

From October 3 to 5 this year, Croatia will host the ERC (European Rally Championship) Croatia Rally. The European Championship returns to Croatian roads after more than 12 years as a prelude to an even greater sporting spectacle – the World Rally Championship (WRC), which will once again take place in Croatia in April 2026.
“Croatia Rally is the biggest sporting event in Croatia, with exceptional importance not only for domestic tourism and the economy but also for the international promotion of our country. This event puts Croatia on the world motorsport map and strengthens the country’s image as a destination for top-level sporting events. With the arrival of today’s greatest rally drivers, we are especially looking forward to the performances of Croatian drivers, who inspire future generations and embody motorsport identity in our country. At the same time, we want to send a clear message to all participants – responsible and safe driving must be a priority for every driver, and we appeal to spectators to behave responsibly along the stages and contribute to everyone’s safety,” said Robert Markt, President of the Croatian Automobile and Karting Federation.
Crews and favourites  ____________________________________________________________________
This year’s European Rally Championship brings an extremely exciting fight for the title. Poland’s Mikołaj Marczyk currently leads with 146 points, but under the rules his weakest result of the season will be dropped, leaving him with 133 points. Italian Andrea Mabellini (131) and Irishman Jon Armstrong (113) are close behind, promising dramatic and intense stages for the home crowd. Croatian drivers entered for Croatia Rally include Eris Marotti, Jan Pokos, Martin Ravenščak, Dario Merlić, Marko Fakin, Igor Tomljanović and Luka Latinović. 
“Fifty-nine crews are entered for the European Championship, seven of them Croatian. We are extremely pleased with the entry list, headed by Poland’s Miko Marczyk, Italy’s Andrea Mabellini and Ireland’s Jon Armstrong, who will decide the European title here in Croatia. Start number 1 is reserved for Finland’s Lauri Joona, a driver with WRC experience. All ERC classes except Junior ERC are open, and the public will enjoy fierce fights for vital points. In addition, 20 crews will compete for points in the International Zone Championship of Croatia, where for the first time in history a Rally1 car will take part, driven by Adrien Fourmaux, who also holds the Power Stage record. It’s equally close in domestic competitions, with Slovenia’s Rok Turk leading the International Championship ahead of Hungary’s Antal Kovács, and in the Croatian Championship where 17-year-old Italian Matteo Bernini and experienced Vjekoslav Čičko are separated by only five points. I would also like to stress safety and invite all spectators to cooperate with marshals and stewards, who will position them closest to the action but within safe zones,” announced Željko Štefanić, Clerk of the Course of ERC Croatia Rally.
The highlight of the event will be the Power Stage in Kumrovec, where additional points will be awarded and the winner of ERC Croatia Rally 2025 crowned, followed by the European champion’s prizegiving in the “Peti kupe”.
“This is the eighth time Croatia Rally counts towards the European Championship, but never before has it had such significance or decided the title. Marczyk and Mabellini have shown the most so far, but Croatia Rally is full of traps. Marczyk’s experience could prove decisive, as he has already competed on Croatian stages. Every year we try to design stages that challenge the crews and we’re always delighted when the decision comes down to the final metres. Such dramatic competitions are always a magnet for fans on the stages and on TV screens. Once again this year, images from Croatia will be broadcast worldwide, and we hope that alongside the intense battles our crews will showcase our country in the best possible light,” said Marin Frčko, Vice-President of the ERC Croatia Rally 2025 Organising Committee.
Stages and routes _______________________________________________________________________
ERC Croatia Rally will run through Zagreb, Karlovac and Krapina-Zagorje counties, with the ceremonial start and finish in the City of Zagreb, in front of INA’s headquarters.
Saturday’s programme opens with a 22.70-km special stage from Krašić to Sošice, followed by Hartje – Stojdraga and Breganica – Smerovišće, which in previous years were run in the opposite direction. Sunday features two more stages, Veliko Trgovišće – Klanjec and Zagorska Sela – Kumrovec, the legendary Power Stage that delivers drama year after year and often decides the winner of Croatia Rally. All stages will be run twice.

Promoting Croatia, the City of Zagreb and sport ______________________________________________
Expectations are high again this year, as ERC in Croatia confirms its status as one of the most important sporting events promoting the country to domestic and international audiences.
“On behalf of the Ministry of Tourism and Sport, I congratulate the organisers on their dedication and vision since the very beginning of this prestigious event in Croatia. This competition is one of the most significant sporting events in our country, and its value is further confirmed by the fact that funds for 2026 and 2027 are already included in the planned state budget. This clearly shows the Croatian Government recognises the importance of major international sporting events, which not only strengthen Croatia’s image as a safe and attractive destination but also confirm our role as a reliable host on the global sporting stage,” said Krešimir Šamija, Director of the Sports Directorate at the Ministry of Tourism and Sport.
Zagreb has hosted Croatia Rally since its beginnings, and the Zagreb Tourist Board is one of the event’s key partners. The importance of this event for the city is also reflected in overnight stays and the overall economic impact during the championship.
“The City of Zagreb is proud to host ERC Croatia Rally, an event that places our capital and Croatia at the heart of the European and world sporting stage. Such events not only provide top sporting experiences but also strongly promote our city, boost tourism and the economy, and create a special spirit of unity among citizens. The City of Zagreb continuously supports major international sporting events because they confirm that we are a city of rich tradition, open to new challenges and recognised for excellent organisation. We are confident this year’s ERC Croatia Rally will be remembered as an event that connects sport, culture and our community,” said Stjepan Crnokić, Assistant Head of the City Office for Education, Sport and Youth.
INA – General Partner of Croatia Rally and Croatian Motorsport________________________________
For the success of this event, partner and sponsor support is crucial – something often emphasised by Daniel Šaškin, President of the Croatia Rally Organising Committee. INA has been a partner of Croatia Rally since the very beginning and has long supported the development of motorsport in Croatia.
At the start of the press conference, INA CEO Zsuzsanna Ortutay and the Vice-President of the Croatia Rally Organising Committee symbolically signed a driver’s jersey confirming the continuation of cooperation for the next three years – during the upcoming ERC Croatia Rally 2025 and the WRC Croatia Rally events in 2026 and 2027.

“We are especially pleased that the start and finish of ERC Croatia Rally will be right here, in front of INA’s headquarters in Zagreb. This is a strong symbol of INA’s connection with this sport, because rally is a story of travel, challenge and return, and we are proud to have supported that story from the very beginning in Croatia. INA stands alongside top athletes and major sporting events that bring communities together and create added value. That’s why we are proud to continue our partnership for the next three years. Alongside this year’s European Championship, the World Championship awaits us in 2026 and 2027. We will be good hosts at our retail locations but also here, in front of INA, where everything begins and ends. We are confident ERC Croatia Rally 2025 will deliver a top sporting spectacle and a special experience for both competitors and fans,” said Zsuzsanna Ortutay, CEO of INA.

Useful information for spectators and rally fans ______________________________________________
This year the same rules as for WRC apply to spectators. Stages close to traffic three hours before the start of a special stage. Maps are published at www.rally-croatia.com, and in the coming days the Croatia Rally mobile app for iOS and Android will be available with all relevant information.
The ERC Croatia Rally service park is set up within Westgate Shopping City. This year entry to the service park is free, every day from 8:00 to 21:00.  
On Saturday, 4 October, from 10:00 to 16:00, promotional karting rides for children will be organised on the rooftop of Westgate’s garage, allowing them to sit behind the wheel of a racing car for the first time in a controlled environment.
Parallel to the European Championship runs, the DONUT International Cup final and the HAKS Drift Cup will be held on 4 and 5 October. More information is available at www.donut3logy.eu.
Tickets for the organised ERC Croatia Rally fan zones, the DONUT International Cup and the HAKS Drift Cup are on sale at www.eventim.hr 
For more information and daily news visit www.rally-croatia.com.
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